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NOTE: ALL NEW RULES, REGULATIONS, AND POLICIES ARE UNDERLINED.

VOLLEYBALL DATES TO REMEMBER
A. August 11 - Season Opens
B. August 24 - Classes 4A, 5A and 6A Regional Entry form due in the OSSAA office. Form found in the OSSAA Forms
and Applications Booklet located in the principal or athletic director’s office.
C. September 21 — Class 4A Team Composite Record and Officials Recommendation form due in the OSSAA office.
Form found in the OSSAA Volleyball Manual.
September 24 - Class 4A Regional Pairings Released
September 28 - Class 4A Academic Application must be postmarked or faxed no later than September 29 - Form
found in the OSSAA Forms and Applications Booklet located in the principal or athletic director's office.
September 28 - Classes 5A and 6A Team Composite Record and Officials Recommendation form due in the OSSAA
office. Form found in the OSSAA Volleyball Manual.
September 30 - Class 5A Regional Pairings Released
October 1 — Class 6A Regional Pairings Released
October 3 - Class 4A Regional Tournament (must be played by this date)
October 5 - Classes 5A and 6A Academic Application must be postmarked or faxed no later than October 6 - Form
found in the OSSAA Forms and Applications Booklet located in the principal or athletic director's office.
October 6 — Class 5A Regional Tournament shall be played on this date
October 8 — Class 6A Regional Tournament shall be played on this date
October 9-10: Class 4A State Championship — Edmond Santa Fe High School
October 16-17: Class 5A State Tournament — Tulsa Will Rogers HS (Oct. 16); Sapulpa HS (Oct. 17)
Class 6A State Tournament — Sapulpa High School
Rules Meetings:
1. July 28 — Coaches Clinic — Tulsa — 2:00 p.m.
2. August 12 - Jenks High School — 7:00 p.m.
3. August 19 - Mustang High School — 7:00 p.m.
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CLASSIFICATION

A. Athletic and non-athletic activities will be reclassified in the fall of each year based on the most current ADM figures if
the ADM for all schools is finalized at least two weeks prior to the release date concerning pairings for a particular
activity. High schools that plan to participate in 2009 Girls Volleyball shall complete the Regional Entry Form and return
it to the OSSAA office on or before August 24, 2009 (form found in the OSSAA Forms and Application Booklet).
Schools adding or dropping volleyball after the date when the classifications are released will not affect any
classifications.
1. Class 6A — 32 largest volleyball playing schools.
2. Class 5A — next 32 largest volleyball playing schools.
3. Class 4A - all remaining volleyball playing schools.

SEASON AND ALLOWED SCHEDULE

A. The volleyball season shall open on August 11 or the first day of school if a school's starting date is before August 11.
This is the first date a match may be played.

B. All head volleyball coaches shall attend an OSSAA state rules meeting for the current year. (July 28 — Coaches Clinic —
Tulsa, August 12 - Jenks High School and August 19 - Mustang High School). Penalty for failure to attend will result in
penalties against the team and/or coach.

C. High school teams are allowed fifteen matches, three tournaments plus two scrimmages. No instructional time will be
lost because of travel to a scrimmage or because of the scrimmage itself. Tournaments and matches will have the
option of playing the best two out of three format or the best three out of five format. Tournaments are restricted to a
maximum of eight teams (except conference tournaments) and must be played in either one or two consecutive days.
No student can participate in more than three tournaments. A ninth grade student is allowed to participate on both the
junior high and senior high team. Junior high teams are allowed thirteen matches plus two tournaments. Tournaments
are restricted to a maximum of eight teams (except conference tournaments) and must be played in one day. The
format for junior high matches and tournaments shall be the best two out of three games. A scrimmage is defined as
competition against another school without the use of officials, charging admission, or keeping records, such as scores,
etc.

D. Teams/individuals cannot miss more than two school days per week where loss of instructional time is involved. This

would include traveling to competition or because of the competition itself.

No student shall play on two different teams in the same tournament.

Schools are allowed only one varsity team each season.

Volleyball participants are restricted to the following number of games per day:

1. Best two out of three series (Dual or Triangular)

a. Maximum seven games

2. Best three out of five series (Dual)

a. Maximum seven games

omm
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3. Best three out of five series (Triangular)

a. Maximum eleven games
4. Festivals (Four or more teams)

a. No limit
5. Tournaments

a. No limit
Two officials should be used for all varsity matches unless there is a mutual agreement between the two schools to use
one official.
A student’s current scholastic eligibility status would not change if an OSSAA play-off contest was delayed into the next
week due to inclement weather or other extreme circumstance.
Teams playing the best three out of five format; games shall be played to 25 points, must win by two, with no cap. The
fifth and deciding game shall be played to 15 points, must win by two, no cap.

Teams playing the best two out of three format; the third and deciding game shall be played to 25 points, must win by
two, with no cap.

REGIONAL AND STATE TOURNAMENT

A.

The following dates will apply to the 2009 regional and state tournaments:
1. Class 4A - Regional tournament must be played by October 3; State tournament will be held October 9-10 at
Edmond Santa Fe High School.
2. Class 5A - Regional tournament shall be played on October 6; State tournament will be held October 16-17 at
Tulsa Will Rogers High School on October 16 and Sapulpa High School on October 17.
3. Class 6A — Regional tournament shall be played on October 8; State tournament will be held October 16-17 at
Sapulpa High School.
Regional entry forms can be found in the OSSAA ENTRY FORMS AND APPLICATIONS BOOKLET located in the
principal or athletic director's office. Classes 4A-5A-6A regional entry form is due in the OSSAA office by August
24. Team Composite Record and Officials Recommendation form is due in the OSSAA office by September 21 for
Class 4A and September 28 for Classes 5A and 6A. This will help assist the OSSAA in seeding the regional
tournament.
Regional tournament play will be single elimination with the best three out of five games for Classes 4A, 5A and 6A.
In Class 4A there will be eight single elimination regional tournaments. The winner of each regional tournament will
advance to the state tournament. There will be four western regionals and four eastern regionals. The four highest
rated teams from each half of the state will host a regional tournament, if feasible, and will be given the number one
seed regardless of where the tournament is held. In determining the strengths of teams within each class of girls
volleyball, the OSSAA will work closely with the coaches rankings from OKrankings.com and the information received
from the coaches Team Composite Record form.
In Classes 5A and 6A there will be eight, four team single elimination regional tournaments. The sites for the regional
tournament will be assigned by the OSSAA. Times for the regional tournament will be 4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. for the
semi-finals and 7:30 p.m. for the championship finals. The host site will play the 4:30 p.m. semi-final game.
In a three team regional, the highest rated team will be the top seed and receive a bye in the first round. The other two
teams will play each other in a single elimination match. The winning team will then play the top seeded team in the
same format.
In a four team regional, the highest rated team will be the top seed and will be placed on line #1. Rate and seed the
remaining three teams on a percentage of matches won and lost which are to be placed on the top and bottom of the
bracket, respectively, by record. A team must have played at least fifteen matches to be considered for seeding
placement. The best record will be the second seed (Exception: If two top fifteen teams from the OKrankings.com are
placed in the same regional tournament, the highest rated team will be the number one seed and the other rated team
will be the second seed.) and automatically be placed on line #4. The second best record which will be the third seed
(Exception: If three top fifteen teams from the OKrankings.com are placed in the same tournament, the lowest rated
team would be the number three seed.) shall choose either line #2 or line #3 of the bracket which automatically places
the third team by record on the opposite line.
In a five or more team regional, an eight point bracket will be used. The highest rated team will be the top seed and will
be placed on line #1. Rate and seed the remaining teams on a percentage of matches won and lost which are to be
placed on the top and bottom of the bracket, respectively, by record. A team must have played at least fifteen matches
to be considered for seeding placement. The best record will be the second seed (Exception: If two top fifteen teams
from the Okrankings.com are placed in the same regional tournament, the highest rated team will be the number one
seed and the other rated team will be the second seed.) and automatically be placed on line #8. The second best
record which will be the third seed (Exception: If three top fifteen teams from the OKrankings.com are placed in the
same tournament, the lowest rated team would be the number three seed.) shall choose either line #4 in the top half or
line #5 in the bottom half of the bracket which automatically places the third best team by record in the opposite half of
the bracket. The fourth best record shall choose either line #3 in the top half or line #6 in the bottom half of the bracket
which automatically places the fifth team by record in the opposite half of the bracket. The sixth best record shall
choose either line #2 in the top half or line #7 in the bottom half of the bracket which automatically places the seventh
team by record in the opposite half of the bracket.
Teams must have played at least fifteen matches to be considered for seeding placement on the bracket in the regional
tournament. Teams that have played less than fifteen matches will be allowed to participate in the regional tournament.
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Regional champions will receive a team plaque.

The host regional tournament sites will pay the officials from the tournament gate receipts.

State tournament play will be single elimination with the best three out of five games (sample bracket found in the

OSSAA Volleyball Manual).

No noise makers will be permitted during the Regional and State volleyball tournament.

No balloons, confetti, banners, emblems, signs, or placards will be permitted during the regional or state tournament.

Any exception to the above regulations would be considered at the state tournament site only, and must have approval

of the OSSAA and principal of participating schools.

The bracket for Classes 4A, 5A and 6A of the state volleyball championships will be as follows:

1. Teams will be seeded by the OSSAA one through eight (one vs. eight, two vs. seven, three vs. six, and four vs.
five).

2. All seeds will be based on rankings from the OKrankings.com and each team’s won-lost percentage.

State tournament champions and runner-up teams will receive team trophies, fifteen individual medals, and coach's

achievement plaques for the head coach.

Three officials will be used at the state tournament and schools should be represented by a minimum of one official

from each side of the state per classification. If feasible, use OSSAA certified officials as line judges for the finals of the

winners bracket, finals of the consolation bracket, and finals of the championship bracket.

At the Class 4A state volleyball tournament, alternate every other year two officials from the east and two officials from

the west with the third official selected from the opposite side of the state.

Teams are limited to fifteen players suiting up at the regional and state tournament.

Practice or competition in athletics will not be allowed on a site after the site has been announced in any play-off activity

except for the regularly scheduled contest or the host school may practice at the site if that is the team's regular

practice site.

Tickets will not be sent for regional tournaments; however, the host school should charge admission to defray expenses

concerning officials which the tournament chairman shall employ (recommended admission is $5-adults and students).

Referees shall be OSSAA certified volleyball officials.

If feasible, the Classes 5A and 6A State Volleyball Tournament will alternate between the Oklahoma City and Tulsa

area and the Class 4A State Volleyball Tournament will remain in the Oklahoma City area.

A student’s current scholastic eligibility status would not change if an OSSAA play-off contest was delayed into the next

week due to inclement weather or other extreme circumstance.

Only the following people shall be permitted on the floor during team warm-ups and on the bench during the regional

and state tournament: coaches under contract by their school, fifteen uniformed players, and a maximum of three other

school approved personnel.

Play-off assignments will be released to the OSSAA website by 4:00 p.m. of the releasement date. All information

regarding play-off assignments will be posted to www.ossaa.com. There will be nothing sent to the school by regular

mail.

TOURNAMENTS, MEETS, AND CONTEST

A.

No member school shall compete in athletics in any interstate tournament or meet in which three or more schools
participate unless such event has been sanctioned by all interested state associations including the National
Federation, if required.

All athletic events where three or more schools participate in grades 7 through 12 related directly or indirectly to any
activity in which the OSSAA sponsors a play-off series leading to a state championship should be sanctioned. The
responsibility lies with the participating schools as well as the host member school, non-public school host, or any non-
school individual host. When more than two schools or teams participate, the students may not be covered by
catastrophic insurance unless the event is sanctioned. All entries for out-of-state tournaments and meets shall be
forwarded to the OSSAA office for approval.

All entries for out-of-state tournaments and meets shall be forwarded to the Activities Association for endorsement and
approval.

RECOMMENDATION TO ADMINISTRATORS OF ATHLETIC CONTEST

It is recommended that an administrator of all athletic contests meet with the officials prior to the contest advising them of
the game time, dressing facilities, pre- and half-time activities, etc. The game administrator should also record official's 1D
number. After the officials enter the field or court, the administrator in charge should advise the head official as to the
location where the game manager will be during the contest(s) should a problem arise. Someone should be designated to
meet the officials to assure their safe return to the dressing room after the contest. This applies to regular season as well as
play-off contests.

OFFICIALS AND PROTESTS

A.

The regulations of the Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association provides that all officials used in regular
season basketball and football competition and OSSAA sanctioned tournaments where participants are 7th-12th grades
must be enrolled with the OSSAA and have passed Part | of the National Federation rules examination for that sport.
The regulations also apply to regular season competition in baseball, soccer, softball, volleyball, and wrestling where
participants are 9th-12th grades. It is strongly recommended that certified officials be used in all competition where
participants are 7th-12th grades.

OSSAA
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One of the calculated risks that coaches must accept is that he/she, his/her players, or the officials may make mistakes
during the course of the game or contest. The Board of Directors has established a policy of not honoring a protest
based upon a rule situation, nor a situation which involves judgment on the part of the game official.

CONDUCT OF STUDENTS

A.

A student who is disqualified during a game or contest because of a flagrant or unsportsmanlike conduct shall be
ineligible until reinstated by the principal. It is recommended that a disqualified student forfeit the right to participate in
at least one contest before he/she is reinstated by the principal. A student whose flagrant or unsportsmanlike conduct
consists of fighting, cursing or using foul language toward a game official will be automatically suspended from
participating in a minimum of the next two regularly scheduled games or contests on the same level of competition that
his/her team plays. Fighting is defined, but is not limited to, any player or non-player (bench personnel) striking an
opponent with arm(s), leg(s), foot(feet), or other object(s); attempting to strike an opponent with arm(s), leg(s),
foot(feet), or other object(s), regardless if there is contact with an opponent; biting, or instigating a fight by committing
an act(s) that causes an opponent to retaliate by fighting related to an OSSAA sponsored activity in which the players
and non-players are participating. A player or non-player who retaliates by fighting is in violation of the fighting rule.
The fighting rule will apply to pre-contest and post-contest sponsored activities. It is mandatory that all head coaches
remind his/her team that fighting during the post game hand shaking ceremonies or conducting themselves in an
unsportsmanlike manner after the game will be severely penalized. The head coach and team will be subject to
additional suspension penalties beyond the normal penalties imposed on fighting and unsportsmanlike acts that occur
during the contest. Injuries have occurred because of fans climbing over walls and fences, being trampled, or partaking
in dog-pile celebrations, etc. at the conclusion of a contest. The celebration by fans, players, or coaches acting in an
unsportsmanlike manner (example: pouring water on the coach) after a contest will result in possible penalties imposed
against the school. School administrators should be aware that if their student body and fans come onto the playing
area after a contest, penalties may be imposed.

Any substitute or team member who leaves the team bench (football player leaving the team box, baseball or softball
player leaving the dugout, basketball player or wrestler leaving the team bench, etc.) and enters the playing area during
a fight or any other serious unsportsmanlike act, shall be ejected. Those players or team members identified by game
officials, school administrators, or video tape will be suspended a minimum of one game if they were not involved in the
altercation and a minimum of two games (exception: soccer) if they were involved in the altercation. This rule applies
to both regular season and play-off games. The suspension applies to individuals/team on the same level of
competition; i.e., varsity to a varsity game, junior varsity to a junior varsity game, etc. Any additional penalties by the
National Federation Rule Book and the OSSAA Rules and Regulations Handbook would also apply. The rule would
apply to all OSSAA sponsored activities. Any student involved directly or indirectly for fighting or any other serious
unsportsmanlike act a second time during the season shall be suspended for the remainder of the season.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

A.

To qualify for an academic award, a team must have 15 players or a minimum of nine suiting up for the regional

tournament. All players in uniform must be listed. The GPA shall be based on grades from the preceding semester.

(Non-traditional semester: An approximate 18-week grading period used to divide the school year in half.) The state

champion shall be the team with the highest GPA.

Teams must meet all qualifications required of the respective activity in order to qualify.

Entries that are mailed must be postmarked by the entry deadline in order to be considered. Entries that are faxed

must be received in the OSSAA office the day following the entry deadline in order to be considered. Incorrect

information submitted on the entry form will void the entry. Please report any corrections or changes on your academic

application to the OSSAA office. The OSSAA will confirm finalists for the state championship award.

The academic GPA will be based on a 4-point system and computed to the nearest thousandth percentile. If you have

a weighted grading system, it must be converted to a 4-point system in computing the team GPA.

All classes that count toward graduation shall be used in determining each individual students GPA.

Teams will be eligible to receive one award each year in each activity. The award will be for the highest level of

achievement.

Each class of girls volleyball may apply for the following OSSAA academic achievement awards.

1. Academic Achievement Certificates: Teams must have a minimum 3.25 GPA and rank in the upper 1/3 of their
classification to qualify.

2. Distinguished Academic Plague: Teams must have a minimum 3.50 GPA and rank in the upper 10% of their
classification.

3. State Academic Champion: The team with the highest GPA will be declared the state academic champion for their

respective class.

Awards Presentation

1. Certificates and plaques will be mailed to the winning schools following the state championship tournament.

2. The state championship trophy will be presented to the winning team at the state championship tournament.

See the OSSAA Entry Forms And Applications Booklet for the Academic Achievement form. Application will not

be considered if postmarked no later than September 28 for Class 4A and October 5 for Classes 5A and 6A or faxed no

later than September 29 for Class 4A and October 6 for Classes 5A and 6A.
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COACHES' ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
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Exemplify the highest moral character, behavior and leadership.

Respect the integrity and personality of the individual athlete.

Abide by the rules of the game in letter and in spirit, regardless of the consequences.

Respect the integrity and judgment of sports officials, never baiting or taunting officials in any way, nor seeking out an
official during half-time or at the conclusion of a contest.

Demonstrate a mastery of and continuing interest in, coaching principles and techniques through professional
improvement.

Encourage and respect for all athletes and their values.

Display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat.

Promote ethical relations among coaches.

Fulfill responsibilities to provide emergency health procedures and ensure an environment free of obvious safety
hazards.

Encourage the highest standards of conduct and scholastic achievement among all athletes.

Seek to inculcate good health habits, including the establishment of sound training rules.

Strive to develop in each athlete the qualities of leadership, initiative and good judgment.

Achieve a thorough understanding and acceptance of the rules of the game and the standards of eligibility.

PLEASE SEE YOUR ATHLETIC DIRECTOR OR PRINCIPAL FOR PRE-CAUTIONARY RECOMMENDATIONS
CONCERNING AIDS AND HEPATITIS B

OSSAA
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Xl PAST STATE TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS

2008 6A Owasso 1988 5A Edmond

5A Bishop Kelley 4A Cement

4A Heritage Hall 1987 4A Edmond
2007 6A Edmond Memorial 3A Cement

5A Bishop Kelley 1986 4A Edmond

4A Heritage Hall 3A Cement
2006 6A Jenks 1985 4A Norman

5A McAlester 3A Cement

4A Heritage Hall 1984 4A Mustang
2005 6A Edmond Memorial 3A Jet-Nash

5A Bishop Kelley 1983 4A Mustang

4A Heritage Hall 3A Chattanooga
2004 5A Edmond Santa Fe 1982 4A Mustang

4A Cascia Hall 3A Ft. Towson
2003 5A Bishop McGuinness 1981 4A Norman

4A Cascia Hall 3A Ft. Towson
2002 5A Bishop Kelley 1980 4A Mustang

4A Cascia Hall 3A Cement
2001 5A Bishop Kelley 1979 4A Mustang

4A Cascia Hall 3A Ft. Towson
2000 5A Bishop Kelley 1978 Mustang

4A Cascia Hall 1977  Norman
1999 5A Bishop Kelley 1976  Tulsa Washington

4A Cascia Hall 1975 Putnam City West
1998 5A Bishop Kelley 1974  Kremlin

4A Glenpool 1973  Collinsville
1997 5A Jenks 1972  Noble

4A Okay 1971  Sequoyah-Claremore
1996 5A Jenks 1970 Sequoyah-Claremore

4A Heritage Hall 1969  Sequoyah-Claremore
1995 5A Edmond Santa Fe 1968  Kremlin

4A Heritage Hall 1967  Kremlin
1994 5A Edmond Santa Fe 1966 Sequoyah-Claremore

4A Heritage Hall 1965 Oologah
1993 5A Broken Arrow 1964  Meet not held

4A Edmond Santa Fe 1963  Tushka
1992 5A Tulsa Kelley 1962  Tushka

4A Heritage Hall 1961  Oologah
1991 5A Tulsa Kelley 1960 Tushka

4A Collinsville 1959  Tushka
Fall-1990 5A Norman 1958 Gould

4A Collinsville 1957  Tushka
Spring-1990 5A Tulsa Kelley 1956  Tushka

4A Collinsville 1955  Tushka
1989 5A Tulsa Kelley

4A Collinsville

OSSAA VB7
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XIII. STATE VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT BRACKET - CLASSES 4A —5A — 6A

#1 Seed

Game 1

#8 Seed

Game 5

#5 Seed

Game 2

#4 Seed

Game 7

#3 Seed

Game 3

#6 Seed

Game 6
#7 Seed

Game 4

#2 Seed

Note: Games 1-4 will be played on Friday and games 5-7 will be played on Saturday.
(This is a sample bracket only. Games 1-4 could be played in a different order as well as games 5 and 6.)
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VOLLEYBALL

TEAM COMPOSITE RECORD AND OFFICIALS RECOMMENDATION FORM

This form shall be received in the OSSAA office no later than September 21, 2009 for Class 4A and September 28, 2009 for
Classes 5A-6A.

High School Class

Principal's Signature:

Coach's Signature:

OSSAA

In the spaces below indicate your preference of officials to be used in the state championship tournament.

1. 4.
2. 5.
3. 6.

A. Season varsity match record
Wins Losses Splits

B. Tournament Placings:
Name of Tournament Tournament Finish

C. List the teams that you have won, lost, and split with. If you do not have enough space to list your teams won,
lost, and split record, please send an additional list with this entry form.

Wins Match Score

© ©® N o g kM w Db PRE

o
©

[
=

=
N

o
w

[
Ea

=
o

VB9



Volleyball 2009-10

Wins (continued) Match Score
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Losses Match Score
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Splits Match Score

1
2
3.
4

Mail to: OSSAA
PO Box 14590
Oklahoma City, OK 73113-0590

THIS PAGE IS NOT PRINTED IN THE OSSAA RULES AND REGULATIONS HANDBOOK
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VOLLEYBALL SEASON CALENDAR
JULY 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
26 27 28 RulesMtg. 29 30 31
Coaches Clinic
2:00 p.m.
AUGUST 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 Season 12 Rules Mtg. 13 14 15
Opens Jenks HS
16 17 18 19 Rules Mtg. 20 21 22
Mustang HS
23 24 ENTRY FORM | 25 26 27 28 29
FOR CLASSES
4A-5A-6A DUE IN
OSSAA OFFICE
30 31
SEPTEMBER 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
4A Team 4A Regional
Composite Pairings
Record Form Released
Due
27 28 29 30
4A Academic 5A Regional
application due Pairings
5A-6A Team Released
Composite
Record Form
Due
OCTOBER 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
6A Regional 4A Regional
Pairings Tournament must
Released be completed
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
5A-6A Academic | 5A Regionals 6A Regionals 4A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Award played on this played on this
Application due date date
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
5A-6A STATE | CHAMPIONSHIP
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

OSSAA
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NOTES
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	E. September 28 - Class 4A Academic Application must be postmarked or faxed no later than September 29 - Form found in the OSSAA Forms and Applications Booklet located in the principal or athletic director's office.
	F. September 28 - Classes 5A and 6A Team Composite Record and Officials Recommendation form due in the OSSAA office.  Form found in the OSSAA Volleyball Manual.
	G. September 30 - Class 5A Regional Pairings Released
	H. October 1 – Class 6A Regional Pairings Released
	I. October 3 - Class 4A Regional Tournament (must be played by this date)
	J. October 5 - Classes 5A and 6A Academic Application must be postmarked or faxed no later than October 6 - Form found in the OSSAA Forms and Applications Booklet located in the principal or athletic director's office.
	K. October 6 – Class 5A Regional Tournament shall be played on this date
	L. October 8 – Class 6A Regional Tournament shall be played on this date
	M. October 9-10:  Class 4A State Championship – Edmond Santa Fe High School
	N. October 16-17:  Class 5A State Tournament – Tulsa Will Rogers HS (Oct. 16); Sapulpa HS (Oct. 17)
	                           Class 6A State Tournament – Sapulpa High School
	O. Rules Meetings:
	1. July 28 – Coaches Clinic – Tulsa – 2:00 p.m.
	2. August 12 - Jenks High School – 7:00 p.m.
	3. August 19 - Mustang High School – 7:00 p.m.


	II. CLASSIFICATION
	A. Athletic and non-athletic activities will be reclassified in the fall of each year based on the most current ADM figures if the ADM for all schools is finalized at least two weeks prior to the release date concerning pairings for a particular activity.  High schools that plan to participate in 2009 Girls Volleyball shall complete the Regional Entry Form and return it to the OSSAA office on or before August 24, 2009 (form found in the OSSAA Forms and Application Booklet).  Schools adding or dropping volleyball after the date when the classifications are released will not affect any classifications.
	1. Class 6A – 32 largest volleyball playing schools.
	2. Class 5A – next 32 largest volleyball playing schools.
	3. Class 4A – all remaining volleyball playing schools.

	III. SEASON AND ALLOWED SCHEDULE
	A. The volleyball season shall open on August 11 or the first day of school if a school's starting date is before August 11.  This is the first date a match may be played.
	B. All head volleyball coaches shall attend an OSSAA state rules meeting for the current year.  (July 28 – Coaches Clinic – Tulsa, August 12 - Jenks High School and August 19 - Mustang High School).  Penalty for failure to attend will result in penalties against the team and/or coach.
	C. High school teams are allowed fifteen matches, three tournaments plus two scrimmages.  No instructional time will be lost because of travel to a scrimmage or because of the scrimmage itself.  Tournaments and matches will have the option of playing the best two out of three format or the best three out of five format.  Tournaments are restricted to a maximum of eight teams (except conference tournaments) and must be played in either one or two consecutive days.  No student can participate in more than three tournaments.  A ninth grade student is allowed to participate on both the junior high and senior high team.  Junior high teams are allowed thirteen matches plus two tournaments.  Tournaments are restricted to a maximum of eight teams (except conference tournaments) and must be played in one day.  The format for junior high matches and tournaments shall be the best two out of three games.  A scrimmage is defined as competition against another school without the use of officials, charging admission, or keeping records, such as scores, etc.
	D. Teams/individuals cannot miss more than two school days per week where loss of instructional time is involved.  This would include traveling to competition or because of the competition itself.
	E. No student shall play on two different teams in the same tournament.
	F. Schools are allowed only one varsity team each season.
	G. Volleyball participants are restricted to the following number of games per day:
	1. Best two out of three series (Dual or Triangular)
	a.  Maximum seven games

	2. Best three out of five series (Dual)
	a. Maximum seven games

	3. Best three out of five series (Triangular)
	a.  Maximum eleven games

	4. Festivals (Four or more teams)
	a.  No limit

	5. Tournaments
	a. No limit
	H. Two officials should be used for all varsity matches unless there is a mutual agreement between the two schools to use one official.
	I. A student’s current scholastic eligibility status would not change if an OSSAA play-off contest was delayed into the next week due to inclement weather or other extreme circumstance.
	J. Teams playing the best three out of five format; games shall be played to 25 points, must win by two, with no cap.  The fifth and deciding game shall be played to 15 points, must win by two, no cap.
	 Teams playing the best two out of three format; the third and deciding game shall be played to 25 points, must win by two, with no cap.



	IV. REGIONAL AND STATE TOURNAMENT
	A. The following dates will apply to the 2009 regional and state tournaments:
	1. Class 4A - Regional tournament must be played by October 3; State tournament will be held October 9-10 at Edmond Santa Fe High School.
	2. Class 5A - Regional tournament shall be played on October 6; State tournament will be held October 16-17 at Tulsa Will Rogers High School on October 16 and Sapulpa High School on October 17.
	3. Class 6A – Regional tournament shall be played on October 8; State tournament will be held October 16-17 at Sapulpa High School.

	B. Regional entry forms can be found in the OSSAA ENTRY FORMS AND APPLICATIONS BOOKLET located in the principal or athletic director's office.  Classes 4A-5A-6A regional entry form is due in the OSSAA office by August 24.   Team Composite Record and Officials Recommendation form is due in the OSSAA office by September 21 for Class 4A and September 28 for Classes 5A and 6A.  This will help assist the OSSAA in seeding the regional tournament.  
	C. Regional tournament play will be single elimination with the best three out of five games for Classes 4A, 5A and 6A.
	D. In Class 4A there will be eight single elimination regional tournaments.  The winner of each regional tournament will advance to the state tournament.  There will be four western regionals and four eastern regionals.  The four highest rated teams from each half of the state will host a regional tournament, if feasible, and will be given the number one seed regardless of where the tournament is held.  In determining the strengths of teams within each class of girls volleyball, the OSSAA will work closely with the coaches rankings from OKrankings.com and the information received from the coaches Team Composite Record form.
	E. In Classes 5A and 6A there will be eight, four team single elimination regional tournaments.  The sites for the regional tournament will be assigned by the OSSAA.  Times for the regional tournament will be 4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. for the semi-finals and 7:30 p.m. for the championship finals.  The host site will play the 4:30 p.m. semi-final game.
	F. In a three team regional, the highest rated team will be the top seed and receive a bye in the first round.  The other two teams will play each other in a single elimination match.  The winning team will then play the top seeded team in the same format.
	G. In a four team regional, the highest rated team will be the top seed and will be placed on line #1.  Rate and seed the remaining three teams on a percentage of matches won and lost which are to be placed on the top and bottom of the bracket, respectively, by record.  A team must have played at least fifteen matches to be considered for seeding placement.  The best record will be the second seed (Exception:  If two top fifteen teams from the OKrankings.com are placed in the same regional tournament, the highest rated team will be the number one seed and the other rated team will be the second seed.) and automatically be placed on line #4.  The second best record which will be the third seed (Exception:  If three top fifteen teams from the OKrankings.com are placed in the same tournament, the lowest rated team would be the number three seed.) shall choose either line #2 or line #3 of the bracket which automatically places the third team by record on the opposite line.
	H. In a five or more team regional, an eight point bracket will be used.  The highest rated team will be the top seed and will be placed on line #1.  Rate and seed the remaining teams on a percentage of matches won and lost which are to be placed on the top and bottom of the bracket, respectively, by record.  A team must have played at least fifteen matches to be considered for seeding placement.  The best record will be the second seed (Exception:  If two top fifteen teams from the Okrankings.com are placed in the same regional tournament, the highest rated team will be the number one seed and the other rated team will be the second seed.) and automatically be placed on line #8.  The second best record which will be the third seed (Exception:  If three top fifteen teams from the OKrankings.com are placed in the same tournament, the lowest rated team would be the number three seed.) shall choose either line #4 in the top half or line #5 in the bottom half of the bracket which automatically places the third best team by record in the opposite half of the bracket.  The fourth best record shall choose either line #3 in the top half or line #6 in the bottom half of the bracket which automatically places the fifth team by record in the opposite half of the bracket.  The sixth best record shall choose either line #2 in the top half or line #7 in the bottom half of the bracket which automatically places the seventh team by record in the opposite half of the bracket.  
	I. Teams must have played at least fifteen matches to be considered for seeding placement on the bracket in the regional tournament.  Teams that have played less than fifteen matches will be allowed to participate in the regional tournament.
	J. Regional champions will receive a team plaque.
	K. The host regional tournament sites will pay the officials from the tournament gate receipts.
	L. State tournament play will be single elimination with the best three out of five games (sample bracket found in the OSSAA Volleyball Manual).  
	M. No noise makers will be permitted during the Regional and State volleyball tournament.
	N. No balloons, confetti, banners, emblems, signs, or placards will be permitted during the regional or state tournament.  Any exception to the above regulations would be considered at the state tournament site only, and must have approval of the OSSAA and principal of participating schools.
	O. The bracket for Classes 4A, 5A and 6A of the state volleyball championships will be as follows:
	1. Teams will be seeded by the OSSAA one through eight (one vs. eight, two vs. seven, three vs. six, and four vs. five).
	2. All seeds will be based on rankings from the OKrankings.com and each team’s won-lost percentage.

	P. State tournament champions and runner-up teams will receive team trophies, fifteen individual medals, and coach's achievement plaques for the head coach.
	Q. Three officials will be used at the state tournament and schools should be represented by a minimum of one official from each side of the state per classification.  If feasible, use OSSAA certified officials as line judges for the finals of the winners bracket, finals of the consolation bracket, and finals of the championship bracket.
	R. At the Class 4A state volleyball tournament, alternate every other year two officials from the east and two officials from the west with the third official selected from the opposite side of the state.
	S. Teams are limited to fifteen players suiting up at the regional and state tournament.
	T. Practice or competition in athletics will not be allowed on a site after the site has been announced in any play-off activity except for the regularly scheduled contest or the host school may practice at the site if that is the team's regular practice site.
	U. Tickets will not be sent for regional tournaments; however, the host school should charge admission to defray expenses concerning officials which the tournament chairman shall employ (recommended admission is $5-adults and students).  Referees shall be OSSAA certified volleyball officials.
	V. If feasible, the Classes 5A and 6A State Volleyball Tournament will alternate between the Oklahoma City and Tulsa area and the Class 4A State Volleyball Tournament will remain in the Oklahoma City area.
	W. A student’s current scholastic eligibility status would not change if an OSSAA play-off contest was delayed into the next week due to inclement weather or other extreme circumstance.
	X. Only the following people shall be permitted on the floor during team warm-ups and on the bench during the regional and state tournament:  coaches under contract by their school, fifteen uniformed players, and a maximum of three other school approved personnel.
	Y. Play-off assignments will be released to the OSSAA website by 4:00 p.m. of the releasement date.  All information regarding play-off assignments will be posted to www.ossaa.com.  There will be nothing sent to the school by regular mail.

	V. TOURNAMENTS, MEETS, AND CONTEST
	A. No member school shall compete in athletics in any interstate tournament or meet in which three or more schools participate unless such event has been sanctioned by all interested state associations including the National Federation, if required.
	B. All athletic events where three or more schools participate in grades 7 through 12 related directly or indirectly to any activity in which the OSSAA sponsors a play-off series leading to a state championship should be sanctioned.  The responsibility lies with the participating schools as well as the host member school, non-public school host, or any non-school individual host.  When more than two schools or teams participate, the students may not be covered by catastrophic insurance unless the event is sanctioned.  All entries for out-of-state tournaments and meets shall be forwarded to the OSSAA office for approval.
	C. All entries for out-of-state tournaments and meets shall be forwarded to the Activities Association for endorsement and approval.

	VI. RECOMMENDATION TO ADMINISTRATORS OF ATHLETIC CONTEST 
	It is recommended that an administrator of all athletic contests meet with the officials prior to the contest advising them of the game time, dressing facilities, pre- and half-time activities, etc.  The game administrator should also record official's ID number.  After the officials enter the field or court, the administrator in charge should advise the head official as to the location where the game manager will be during the contest(s) should a problem arise.  Someone should be designated to meet the officials to assure their safe return to the dressing room after the contest.  This applies to regular season as well as play-off contests.

	VII. OFFICIALS AND PROTESTS
	A. The regulations of the Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association provides that all officials used in regular season basketball and football competition and OSSAA sanctioned tournaments where participants are 7th-12th grades must be enrolled with the OSSAA and have passed Part I of the National Federation rules examination for that sport.  The regulations also apply to regular season competition in baseball, soccer, softball, volleyball, and wrestling where participants are 9th-12th grades.  It is strongly recommended that certified officials be used in all competition where participants are 7th-12th grades.
	B. One of the calculated risks that coaches must accept is that he/she, his/her players, or the officials may make mistakes during the course of the game or contest.  The Board of Directors has established a policy of not honoring a protest based upon a rule situation, nor a situation which involves judgment on the part of the game official.

	VIII. CONDUCT OF STUDENTS
	A. A student who is disqualified during a game or contest because of a flagrant or unsportsmanlike conduct shall be ineligible until reinstated by the principal.  It is recommended that a disqualified student forfeit the right to participate in at least one contest before he/she is reinstated by the principal.  A student whose flagrant or unsportsmanlike conduct consists of fighting, cursing or using foul language toward a game official will be automatically suspended from participating in a minimum of the next two regularly scheduled games or contests on the same level of competition that his/her team plays.  Fighting is defined, but is not limited to, any player or non-player (bench personnel) striking an opponent with arm(s), leg(s), foot(feet), or other object(s); attempting to strike an opponent with arm(s), leg(s), foot(feet), or other object(s), regardless if there is contact with an opponent; biting, or instigating a fight by committing an act(s) that causes an opponent to retaliate by fighting related to an OSSAA sponsored activity in which the players and non-players are participating.  A player or non-player who retaliates by fighting is in violation of the fighting rule.  The fighting rule will apply to pre-contest and post-contest sponsored activities.  It is mandatory that all head coaches remind his/her team that fighting during the post game hand shaking ceremonies or conducting themselves in an unsportsmanlike manner after the game will be severely penalized.  The head coach and team will be subject to additional suspension penalties beyond the normal penalties imposed on fighting and unsportsmanlike acts that occur during the contest.  Injuries have occurred because of fans climbing over walls and fences, being trampled, or partaking in dog-pile celebrations, etc. at the conclusion of a contest.  The celebration by fans, players, or coaches acting in an unsportsmanlike manner (example:  pouring water on the coach) after a contest will result in possible penalties imposed against the school.  School administrators should be aware that if their student body and fans come onto the playing area after a contest, penalties may be imposed.
	B. Any substitute or team member who leaves the team bench (football player leaving the team box, baseball or softball player leaving the dugout, basketball player or wrestler leaving the team bench, etc.) and enters the playing area during a fight or any other serious unsportsmanlike act, shall be ejected.  Those players or team members identified by game officials, school administrators, or video tape will be suspended a minimum of one game if they were not involved in the altercation and a minimum of two games (exception:  soccer) if they were involved in the altercation.  This rule applies to both regular season and play-off games.  The suspension applies to individuals/team on the same level of competition; i.e., varsity to a varsity game, junior varsity to a junior varsity game, etc.  Any additional penalties by the National Federation Rule Book and the OSSAA Rules and Regulations Handbook would also apply.  The rule would apply to all OSSAA sponsored activities.  Any student involved directly or indirectly for fighting or any other serious unsportsmanlike act a second time during the season shall be suspended for the remainder of the season.

	IX. ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
	A. To qualify for an academic award, a team must have 15 players or a minimum of nine suiting up for the regional tournament.  All players in uniform must be listed.  The GPA shall be based on grades from the preceding semester.  (Non-traditional semester:  An approximate 18-week grading period used to divide the school year in half.)  The state champion shall be the team with the highest GPA.
	B. Teams must meet all qualifications required of the respective activity in order to qualify.
	C. Entries that are mailed must be postmarked by the entry deadline in order to be considered.  Entries that are faxed must be received in the OSSAA office the day following the entry deadline in order to be considered.  Incorrect information submitted on the entry form will void the entry.  Please report any corrections or changes on your academic application to the OSSAA office.  The OSSAA will confirm finalists for the state championship award.
	D. The academic GPA will be based on a 4-point system and computed to the nearest thousandth percentile.  If you have a weighted grading system, it must be converted to a 4-point system in computing the team GPA.
	E. All classes that count toward graduation shall be used in determining each individual students GPA.
	F. Teams will be eligible to receive one award each year in each activity.  The award will be for the highest level of achievement.
	G. Each class of girls volleyball may apply for the following OSSAA academic achievement awards.
	1. Academic Achievement Certificates:  Teams must have a minimum 3.25 GPA and rank in the upper 1/3 of their classification to qualify.
	2. Distinguished Academic Plaque:  Teams must have a minimum 3.50 GPA and rank in the upper 10% of their classification.

	 3. State Academic Champion:  The team with the highest GPA will be declared the state academic champion for their respective class.  
	H. Awards Presentation
	1. Certificates and plaques will be mailed to the winning schools following the state championship tournament.
	2. The state championship trophy will be presented to the winning team at the state championship tournament.

	I. See the OSSAA Entry Forms And Applications Booklet for the Academic Achievement form.  Application will not be considered if postmarked no later than September 28 for Class 4A and October 5 for Classes 5A and 6A or faxed no later than September 29 for Class 4A and October 6 for Classes 5A and 6A.

	X. COACHES' ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
	A. Exemplify the highest moral character, behavior and leadership.
	B. Respect the integrity and personality of the individual athlete.
	C. Abide by the rules of the game in letter and in spirit, regardless of the consequences.
	D. Respect the integrity and judgment of sports officials, never baiting or taunting officials in any way, nor seeking out an official during half-time or at the conclusion of a contest.
	E. Demonstrate a mastery of and continuing interest in, coaching principles and techniques through professional improvement.
	F. Encourage and respect for all athletes and their values.
	G. Display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat.
	H. Promote ethical relations among coaches.
	I. Fulfill responsibilities to provide emergency health procedures and ensure an environment free of obvious safety hazards.
	J. Encourage the highest standards of conduct and scholastic achievement among all athletes.
	K. Seek to inculcate good health habits, including the establishment of sound training rules.
	L. Strive to develop in each athlete the qualities of leadership, initiative and good judgment.
	M. Achieve a thorough understanding and acceptance of the rules of the game and the standards of eligibility.

	XI. PLEASE SEE YOUR ATHLETIC DIRECTOR OR PRINCIPAL FOR PRE-CAUTIONARY RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING AIDS AND HEPATITIS B
	XII. PAST STATE TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS
	XIII. STATE VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT BRACKET - CLASSES 4A – 5A – 6A

